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They Light Up Your Life:
Electricians

American electricians are licensed professionals
who are guided by regulatory requirements and
professionally recognized standards of the National
Electrical Code (NEC),Electricians are responsible
for the safe installation and maintenance of electrical
pathways, including  wires, pipes, circuit breakers,
transformers, outlets and other equipment. Permits
and inspections may be required for new and
updated electrical work.  

Dr Jackie Volk
CEO
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Electrical power can make your small and large
electrical appliances function, illuminate your rooms
with the touch of a switch, and adjust the temperature
when you feel too warm or too cold. Electrical power
is important for health, function and comfort, and has
a particular significance for people with disabilities
who use electrically powered assistive devices and
medical equipment.
 
Safety is a critical issue when electrical power is
used. The U.S. Fire Administration has identified
residential electrical fires as a major source of burns
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and property damage. Most residential electrical
fires occur in the cold winter months when lighting,
heat and appliances are more frequently used. 

26,000 residential U.S.fires were documented
between September 11, 2011-September 11, 2012.
These fires resulted in 82 fatalities and almost 1
billion dollars in property loss. 3 of the 82 people who
died in the residential electrical fires were reported
to have disabilities. The role that disability played in
their deaths is unknown, but the need for compliance
with safety measures in all homes is painfully clear.
Special provisions need to be anticipated in the
homes of people with disability, and risks should be
evaluated within the context of the disability. 

In order to avert personal injury and property
damage,standard safety precautions must be
used.These precautions are reported to include:

         Immediate replacement of old or
damaged appliances and equipment such as
wiring, extension cords, and appliance cords. 
Replace, don't repair! 
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         purchase of electrical equipment that is
certified and labeled by a reputable testing
laboratory such as the Underwriters
Laboratories (UL).
         never overloading circuits and extension
cords.
        use of  light bulbs that are an exact match
for a light fixture's recommended wattage.
        never placing extension cords across
doorways, underneath rugs, carpets or
furniture, or in areas of high traffic   
       plugging small and large appliances
directly into outlets without using an extension
cord.
        unplugging small appliances when they
are not in use.
        use of appliance plugs that exactly
correspond to the number of prongs.        
        use of surge protectors and power strips
that have internal overload protection.
        placement of  flammable material, such as
clothes, bed linens, furniture fabrics and
curtains, a minimum of three feet from all
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portable electric space heaters

People with disabilities may confront specific safety
issues that are associated with their condition and
circumstances Special consideration should be
given to safety plans, and appropriate provisions
need to be anticipated.  Safety issues for people
with disabilities include accessibility in evacuation
and in the management of safety equipment. It isn't
helpful to have the finest quality fire extinguisher if
you can;t reach and control it!

Home evacuation plans should be carefully devised,
adjusted with changes in health/disability status, and
regularly practiced. Vital precautions include regular
testing of safety equipment and rehearsal of
evacuation plans. Medication and assistive
equipment may be critical considerations in the
evacuation plans of people with health-related
disabilities.Your local fire department may help you
to evaluate issues of personal safety, and to identify
available resources.
 
Following the safe installation of electrical power
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systems by licensed electricians, homeowners and
caretakers should be attentive to the safe
maintenance of their electrical equipment.
Residential fires are often caused by wiring
defects. and defective light fixtures, bulbs, plugs,
receptacles and switches are the major causes of
these electrical fires. Overloaded circuits and
extension cords are other frequent causes of
electrical fires.

Electricians should regularly inspect homes to
determine the adequacy of their circuits and wall
outlets. Some signs of electrical emergencies that
require the immediate attention of a licensed
electrician are:

·         wall outlets and switches that are
discolored or feel warm
·         wall outlets that have sparks
·         wall outlets that are cracked or broken
·         appliances that smell of rubber or have
burning smells
·         appliances that cause you to tingle when
touched
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·         lights that flicker
·         fuses that malfunction by blowing or
tripping circuit breakers

When making hiring decisions, homeowners should
attend to an electrician's credentials, including
license, so that qualified electricians are used for all
electrical work. A competent electrician can be an
invaluable asset.Electricians can literally light up your
life and make it hum!
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